Copulation occurring immediately after parturition was observed in captive musk shrews, Suncus murinus, and lactation was noted in wild shrews during preimplantation (Dryden, 1969) . Parturition intervals and the timing of second litters after the death of the previous litter in permanently paired shrews, however, indicated that mating did not invariably occur immediately after parturition. This interpretation was supported by a few instances in which copulation and conception occurred several days after loss of the nestling young but these data were insufficient to establish whether receptivity after parturition and ability to conceive were continuous in this species.
(Received 15th June 1970, revised 7th August 1970) Copulation occurring immediately after parturition was observed in captive musk shrews, Suncus murinus, and lactation was noted in wild shrews during preimplantation (Dryden, 1969) . Parturition intervals and the timing of second litters after the death of the previous litter in permanently paired shrews, however, indicated that mating did not invariably occur immediately after parturition. This interpretation was supported by a few instances in which copulation and conception occurred several days after loss of the nestling young but these data were insufficient to establish whether receptivity after parturition and ability to conceive were continuous in this species.
Incidental to collecting nestling musk shrews and re-mating their mothers, data were obtained which pertain to this question. One hundred litters of nestlings were removed at various times after birth from females which had been isolated since mating. These females were then re-exposed to a series of two to four stud males overnight and isolated again the next morning. Nest boxes were inspected daily and appearance of the next litter was taken as evidence of r e\ x=r eq-\ breeding success. Females which ate their newborn or in which resorption of the young occurred in utero were counted as re-breeding failures. The data were collected from October 1969 to May 1970 from a closed colony derived from stock previously described (Dryden, 1969) which was maintained under conditions of 14 hr of artificial light per day at 20 to 28\s=deg\C.
Females were re-exposed to stud males throughout the normal lactation period of approximately 3 weeks (Dryden, 1968) after suckling their young for periods varying from 0 to 16 days. The results are summarized in Table 1 and show that at least 67 % of the animals in each group tested delivered young which had been conceived after nursing was interrupted, often in advanced lactation. The overall parturition success was 79 % and the mean litter size was 2-10, a somewhat higher figure than that (1-84) obtained during the first few months after adaption of this species to captivity (Dryden, 1968 (Dryden, 1969) .
The problem of estimating the age of corpora lutea of the previous pregnancy in wild shrews by using the stage of embryo development during the current pregnancy as a timing criterion was also referred to by Dryden (1969) . Difficulty in fitting a smooth regression curve to the sizes of the corpora lutea of lactation was experienced and several explanations for this difficulty were advanced.
While inconclusive in themselves, the present data suggest that if wild musk shrews also conceive several days after parturition, the stage of embryo develop¬ ment is an unreliable criterion for ageing their corpora lutea of lactation, and the maintenance of large corpora lutea of lactation relative to the size of those of non-lactation is supported. 
